Oncologic principles in breast reconstruction.
Breast cancer is the most common malignancy in North American women. Although the incidence has risen over the last 20 years, mortality rates appear to be decreasing, possibly as a result of earlier detection and more effective therapy. Breast cancer is a heterogeneous group of conditions that can be divided into the noninvasive entities of lobular carcinoma in situ (LCIS) and ductal carcinoma-in-situ (DCIS), and invasive cancers. In this article, the spectrum of breast cancer is presented from the noninvasive entities, through invasive breast cancer types, to advanced and recurrent cancer. The rationales for current treatment options are presented. Evidence is presented for current adjuvant treatment options, and the rationale for surgical decision-making is presented.